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Art Unit: 2681 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - (e) the invention was described in (1) an application for 
patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by 
the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application 
filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of 
an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-8 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
U.S Publication No. 2002/0165012 A1 to Bilhan Kirbas (Kirbas et al.). 

Regarding claim 1, Kirbas et al. discloses in a wireless communication device, 
a method of providing restrictions on long distance calls from the wireless 
communication dievice comprising the acts of (abstract, figures 1 and 2, and paragraphs 
0001-0005): 

receiving, over a wireless link, long distance call restriction information from a 
host computer(paragraphs 0003, 0006 lines 6-11, and 0026 lines 5-7); 

storing the long distance call restriction information (see figure 1, and paragraph 
0006 lines 11-13); 

determining, at the wireless device, whether a call attempt from the wireless 
device is restricted by the long distance call restriction information (paragraph 0006 
lines 17-21); 

if the call attempt is restricted by the long distance call restriction information, 
restricting the call attempt from the wireless device (paragraph 0007); and 
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if tlie call attempt is not restricted by the long distance call restriction information, 
allowing the call attempt from the wireless device (paragraph 0007). 
Regarding claim 2, Kirbas etal. discloses the method of claim 1, comprising 
the further acts of: 

receiving a telephone number via a user interface of the wireless communication 
device which represents the call attempt (see figure 1, and figure 2 step 220, and 
paragraph 0022 ); 

identifying a country code or area code in the telephone number (paragraph 0022 
lines 5-8); and 

detennining, at the wireless device, whether the call attempt is restricted based 
on the country code or the area code and the stored long distance call restriction 
information (paragraph 0022 lines 8-10). 

Regarding claim 3, Kirbas et al. discloses the method of claim 1 , comprising 
the further acts of: 

receiving a telephone number via a user interface of the wireless communication 
device which represents the call attempt (see figure 1, figure 2 step 220, and paragraph 
0022); 

identifying a country code or area code in the telephone number (paragraph 0022 

lines 5-8); 

detemnining, at the wireless device, whether the call attempt is restricted based 
on the country code or area code and the stored long distance call restriction 
information (paragraph 0022 lines 8-10); and 
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if the call attempt is restricted, providing a call restriction alert indication at the 
wireless communication device (paragraphs 0008, and 0023). 
Regarding claim 4, Kirbas et al. discloses the method of claim 1 , comprising 
the further acts of: 

receiving a telephone number via a user interface of the wireless communication 
device which represents the call attempt (see figure 1, figure 2 step 220, and paragraph 
0022); 

identifying a country code or area code in the telephone number (paragraph 0022 
lines 5-8); 

comparing the country code or area code with one or more 
allowable/disallowable codes indicated by the stored long distance call restriction 
information (paragraph 0006 lines 17-21); and 

if the call attempt is restricted, providing a call restriction alert indication at the 

wireless communication device (paragraph 0008). 

Regarding claim 5, Kirbas et al. discloses a wireless communication device, 
comprising: 

a radio modem which receives long distance call restriction information from a 
host computer (paragraph 0006 lines 6-11, and paragraph 0026 lines 5-7); 

memory which stores the long distance call restriction information (paragraphs 
0003, and 0006 lines 11-13); 
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a user interface which receives a telephone call attempt from an end user of the 
wireless device (see figure 1, figure 2 step 220, paragraph 0006 lines 13-17, and 
paragraph 0022); 

a controller which: determines whether the call attempt is restricted by the long 
distance call restriction information (see figure 1, figure 2 step 250, paragraph 0006 
lines 17-21, and paragraph 0022); 

if the call attempt is restricted by the long distance call restriction information, 
restricting the call attempt from the wireless device (paragraphs 00022 and 0023); and 

if the call attempt is not restricted by the long distance call restriction infomiation, 

allowing the call attempt from the wireless device (paragraphs 00022 and 0023). 

Regarding claim 6, Kirbas et al. discloses the wireless device of claim 5, 
wherein the controller further: 

receives a telephone number via the user interface of the wireless 
communication device which represents the call attempt (see figure 1, figure 2 step 220, 
and paragraph 0022); 

identifies a country code or area code in the telephone number (paragraph 0022 
lines 5-8); and 

determines whether the call attempt is restricted based on the country code or 
the area code and the stored long distance call restriction information (paragraph 
0022 lines 8-10). 

Regarding claim 7, Kirbas et al. discloses the wireless device of claim 5, 
wherein the controller further: 
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receives a telephone number via the user interface of the wireless 
communication device which represents the call attempt (see figure 1 , figure 2 step 220, 
and paragraph 0022); 

identifies a country code or area code in the telephone number (paragraph 0022 
lines 5-8); 

determines whether the call attempt is restricted based on the country code or 
the area code and the stored long distance call restriction information (paragraph 0022 
lines 8-10); and 

if the call attempt is restricted, providing for a call restriction alert indication 
(paragraphs 0008, and 0023). 

Regarding claim 8, Kirbas et al. discloses the wireless device of claim 5, 

wherein the controller further: 

receives a telephone number via the user interface of the wireless 

communication device which represents the call attempt (see figure 1, figure 2 step 220, 

and paragraph 0022); 

identifies a country code or area code in the telephone number; comparing the 
country code or area code with one or more allowable/disallowable codes 
indicated by the stored long distance call restriction infonnation; and if the call 
attempt is restricted, providing for a call restriction alert indication (paragraphs 
0008, 0022 and 0023). 

Regarding claim 10, Kirbas et al. discloses the wireless device of claim 5, 
further comprising: a smart card interface for receiving a smart card; and wherein the 
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radio modem receives long distance call restriction information of a user profile which 
uniquely corresponds to an identifier stored on the smart card (see figure 1 , and 
paragraph 0017). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
Invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. . 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual Inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 

USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 

obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

H, 

3. Claims 9,^and 13-I6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kirbas et al. in view of U.S Patent No. 6,081,731 to David Boltz (Boltz et al.). 

Regarding claim 9, Kirbas et al. discloses the wireless device of claim 5, 
however fails to disclose further comprising: wherein the radio modem receives long 
distance call restriction information of a user profile which uniquely corresponds to a 
mobile or subscriber identifier stored in the wireless device. 
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Boltz at al. discloses the wireless device wherein the radio modem receives 
long distance call restriction information of a user profile which uniquely corresponds to 
a mobile or subscriber identifier stored in the wireless device (col. 2 line 63 - col. 3 line 
9, and col. 5 lines 33-51). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to modify the wireless device of Kirbas et al. with the device of 
Boltz et al. whose radio modem receives long distance call restriction information of a 
user profile which uniquely corresponds to a mobile or subscriber for the purpose of 
obtaining information for call restriction usage. 

Regarding claim 11, Kirbas et al. discloses a communication system, 
comprising: the wireless communication device including: a radio modem which 
receives the long distance call restriction information; memory which stores the long 
distance call restriction information; a user interface which receives a telephone call 
attempt from the subscriber of the wireless device; a controller which: determines 
whether the call attempt is restricted by the long distance call restriction information; if 
the call attempt is restricted by the long distance call restriction information, restricting 
the call attempt from the wireless device; and if the call attempt is not restricted by the 
long distance call restriction information, allowing the call attempt from the wireless 
device (see figure 1, figure 2 step 220, and paragraph 0022). 

However, Kirbas et al. fails to disclose a host computer network; memory in the 
host computer network; the memory for storing user profile information which is unique 
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to a wireless communication device or a subscriber thereof; the user profile information 
including long distance call restriction information; 

the host computer network configured to transmit the long distance call restriction 
information to the wireless communication device through a wireless communication 
network. 

Boltz et al. discloses a host computer network; memory (i.e. HLR, and VLR) in 
the host computer network; the memory for storing user profile information which is 
unique to a wireless communication device or a subscriber thereof; the user profile 
information including long distance call restriction information (col. 2 line 63 - col. 3 line 
9, and col. 3 line 54 - col. 4 line 1 1); 

the host computer network configured to transmit the long distance call restriction 
information to the wireless communication device through a wireless communication 
network (see figure 5, and col. 5 lines 33-58). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to modify the system of Kirbas et al. with the host computer 
network; and memory for storing user profile information which is unique to a wireless 
communication device or a subscriber of Boltz et al. for the purpose of storage space for 
the host computer for information accessibility in call restricting. 

Regarding claim 13, the combination of Kirbas et al. and Boltz et al. 
discloses the communication system of claim 1 1 , wherein the controller of the wireless 
device further: receives a telephone number via the user interface of the wireless device 
which represents the call attempt; Identifies a country code or area code in the 
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telephone number; determines whether the call attempt is restricted based on the 
country code or the area code and the stored long distance call restriction information; 
and if the call attempt is restricted, providing for a call restriction alert Indication (Kirbas 
et al., see figures 1 , and 2 step 220, and paragraphs 0008, 0022 and 0023). 

Regarding claims 14, and 15, Kirbas et al. discloses a wireless 
communication device, a method of providing restrictions on long distance calls from the 
wireless communication device comprising the acts of: receiving, from a user interface 
of the wireless device, a plurality of telephone call digits of a telephone number (reads 
on claim 14) (see figures 1, and 2, and paragraphs 0006, 0021, and 0022). 

However, Kirbas et al. fails to disclose transmitting, to a host computer network, 
a query request to identify whether a telephone call to the telephone number should be 
restricted based on long distance call restriction information stored in the host computer 
network; receiving, from the host computer network, a response to the query request; if 
the response is positive, allowing the telephone call; if the response is negative, 
restricting the telephone call and providing an audible or visual alert at the wireless 
device (claim 14); 

transmitting the query only if the telephone number is identified as being a long 
distance telephone number (claim 15). 

Boltz et al. discloses transmitting, to a host computer network, a query request 
to identify whether a telephone call to the telephone number should be restricted based 
on long distance call restriction information stored in the host computer network (col. 2 
lines 63 - col. 3 lines 29, and col. 3 lines 65 - col. 4 line 11); receiving, from the host 
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computer network, a response to the query request; if the response is positive, allowing 
the telephone call; if the response is negative, restricting the telephone call and 
providing an audible or visual alert at the wireless device (reads on claim 14) (col. 2 line 
63 - col. 3 line 29, and col. 3 line 54 - col. 4 line 29, and col. 5 lines 40-45); 

transmitting the query only if the telephone number is identified as being a long 
distance telephone number (reads on claim 15) (col. 3 lines 65- 67, and col. 5 lines 64- 
67). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to modify the wireless device of Kirbas et al. with the device of 
Boltz et al. for the purpose of obtaining information based on stored information in the 
host computer for call restricting. 

Regarding claim 16, Kirbas etal. discloses a wireless communication device 
which is attempting to place a telephone call to a telephone number. 

However, Kirbas et al. fails to disclose in a server of a computer network, a 
method of providing restrictions of long distance calls from a wireless communication 
device comprising the acts of: maintaining storage of long distance call restriction 
information in a user profile; receiving a query request from a wireless communication 
device which is attempting to place a telephone call to a telephone number, where the 
query request includes data indicative of a country code or area code of the telephone 
number; in response to the query request, searching the long distance call restriction 
information to identify whether the telephone call with the country code or area code 
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should be allowed or restricted; and transmitting a response to the wireless device as to 
whether the telephone call is allowed or restricted. 

Boltz et al. discloses a server of a computer network (i.e. HLR, and VLR), a 
method of providing restrictions of long distance calls from a wireless communication 
device comprising the acts of: 

maintaining storage of long distance call restriction information in a user profile 
(col. 2 line 63 - col. 3 line 16, and col. 3 lines 65 - col. 4 line 11); receiving a query 
request from a wireless communication device which is attempting to place a telephone 
call to a telephone number, where the query request includes data indicative of a 
country code or area code of the telephone number(col. 3 lines 1-19); in response to the 
query request, searching the long distance call restriction information to identify whether 
the telephone call with the country code or area code should be allowed or restricted; 
and transmitting a response to the wireless device as to whether the telephone call is 
allowed or restricted (col. 2 line 63 - col. 3 line 29, col. 3 line 54 - col. 4 line 29, and col. 
5 lines 40-45). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to modify the wireless device of Kirbas et al. with the device of 
Boltz et al. for the purpose of obtaining information based on stored information in the 
host computer for call restricting. 

4. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kirbas 
et al. in view of Boltz et al. as applied to claim 1 1 above, and further in view of U.S 
Patent No. 56781 95 to Rauno Suikkola (Suikkola et al.). 
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The combination of Kirbas et al. and Boitz et al. discloses the 

communication system of claim 1 1 , however the combination fails to disclose further 
comprising: a private network which includes the host computer. 

Suil<kola et al. discloses the communication system comprising: a private 
network which includes the host computer (database) (see figures 1 and 2). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to modify the combination with further teachings of Boltz et al. for 
the purpose of utilizing a private network. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

The following patents are cited to further show the state of the art with respect to 
communication method: 

U.S. Pat. No. 4908848 to Tetsuya Hanawa (Hanawa) 

U.S. Pat. No. 5436957 to Von K. McConnell (McConnell) 

U.S. Pat. No. 5742905 to David Matthew Pepe (Pepe et al.) 

U.S. Pat. No. 5815808 to Eric Lee Valentine (Valentine) 

U.S. Pat. No. 5960338 to George Foti (Foti) 

U.S. Pat. No. 6137877 to Bruce Robin et al.. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to EMEM EKONG whose telephone number is 571 272 
8129. The examiner can normally be reached on 8-5 Mon-Fri.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, JOSEPH FEILD can be reached on 571 272 4090. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Infonnation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infonnation about the PAIR system, see http://palr-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access tq the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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